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The plot summary of Breakfast at Twilight by Philip K. Dick
The story began with Earl McLean preparing for school and requested Tim (his father), for a ride. In spite of the heavy mist outside their house, Earl was told to walk to school by Tim. Mary attempted to receive a report on weather from the radio, but it was futile as the radio appeared to be broken. After Earl departed for school, he returned a few moments having been halted by soldiers. Later three soldiers in grey-green uniforms, long needle guns, and masks came to the door; it seemed that they were powered by coils. 
The soldiers were shocked to find the house intact in the area and were terrified, to see Tim staying with his children and wife in such a place. After the family members were secured, the soldiers were amazed to realize that the family's pantry and the area had meat, butter, and coffee (Dick, Philip K. Breakfast at Twilight, pg 28). The captain then asked Tim what they were doing there and about the yellow slip, supposing that they might be Soviet agents. All the food from the house was loaded up with the soldiers. Tim sneaked a look outside, during the process of loading. Not only was it an evening, but the sky was also dark with ash. The whole community was replaced with ruins and rubbles. Later, a man identified as Political Commissioner Douglas, asked Tim to return to the house.  

The McLeans learned from Douglas that they were seven years into the future and two years at combat with the Soviet Union (Dick, Philip K. Breakfast at Twilight, pg 31). Douglas deduced that they were time travelers who had had a bad sense of timing. However, Tim clarified that time travelling was unintentional. Meanwhile, Earl was highly interested in who will win the war. The war they were fighting was merely an extension of progression of conflicts beginning with the Korean War and with the Soviets. Tim was asked if he had any scientific or military training that will assist with the effort on war. Mary was to be taken to a factory-labor camp. The children were to be relocated to camps in Canada. Tim expressed a desire to time travel back to their time. Douglas guessed that the assault that destroyed the areas must have led to opening up of the time fault. Since there was going to be another attack in the night, the McLeans could remain in the house. If they survived, they might be pushed back through the time fault. 
A debate between Tim and Mary ensued. Mary argued that they should not go. Even if they were in a horrible situation and separated, they were still alive and had an opportunity for a future. The children by contributing to the effort on war will have a significant life. Remaining in the house during an attack will undoubtedly guarantee death. Furthermore, even if they journeyed back, they will have to experience war in a few years. Tim refused to live in a world with no value that had censorship and books burning. Mary revealed that she was merely the Devil's advocate. The McLeans prepared for the night attack. As the bombs begun striking, the children were playing Monopoly. When the attack got worse, they retreated to their basement. 


After the assault, the house was obliterated entirely, but one could hear the cars driving past. The policemen came to investigate the devastation of the house. A neighbor suggested that the destruction of the house was as a result of the hot water heater which was defective. Tim knew the real cause of the damage was a war that was soon coming, but just agreed (Dick, Philip K. Breakfast at Twilight, pg 41).
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